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THE INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 
OR THE DECLARATION 

(PCT Rule 44.1) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
P58924V-PCT V/T 



International application No. 
PCT/GB 03/02452 



Date of mailing 

(day/month/year) 



08/04/2004 



FOR FURTHER ACTION 



See paragraphs 1 and 4 below 



International filing date 
(day/month/year) 



06/06/2003 



Applicant 

THE BOC GROUP PLC 



1 • B applicant is hereby notified that the International Search Report has been established and is transmitted herewith. 
Filing of amendments and statement under Article 19: 

The applicant is entitled, if he so wishes, to amend the claims of the International Application (see Rule 46): 

When? The time limit for filing such amendments is normally 2 months from the date of transmittal of the 
Intemational Search Report; however, for more details, see the notes on the accompanying sheet 



Where? Directly to the 



International Bureau of WlPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
121 1 Geneva 20. Switzerland 
Fascimlle No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 



For more detailed instructions, see the notes on the accompanying sheet 

^* □ International Search Report will be established and that the declaration under 

' — ' Article 1 7(2)(a) to that effect Is transmitted herewith. 

3. □ With regard to the protest against payment of (an) additional fee{s) under Rule 40.2. the applicant is notified that 

r~] ttie protest together witii the decision thereon has been transmitted to the International Bureau together with the 
•-J applicant's request to fonvard the texts of both the protest and tiie decision ttiereon to the designated Offices. 

Q no decision has been made yet on ttie protest; the applicant will be notified as soon as a decision is made. 

4. Further actlon(s): The applicant is reminded of the following: 

Shortiy after 18 months from the priority date, the International application will be published by the International Bureau 
If the applicant wishes to avoid or postpone publication, a notice of wittidrawal of the international application, or of the 
pnonty claim must reach the Intemational Bureau as provided in Rules 90£?fe,1 and 90/>/s.3. respectively before the 
completion of ttie technical preparations for intemational publication. 

Within 19 months from tfie priority date, a demand for intemational preliminary examination must be filed if ttie applicant 
wishes to postpone the entry into tiie national phase until 30 monttis from the priority date (in some Offices even later). 

^i^i"i^.H^w "^^'^ P"^'''fy 1^!®' ^® applicant must perfomi tiie prescribed acts for entry into the national phase 

^ni K 1 ^^^'S'^^^?? O^f®^ »^ave not been elected in tiie demand or in a later election within 19 months from the 
prionty date or could not be elected because ttiey are not bound by Chapter II 



Name and mailing address of ttie International Searching Autfiority 
~ European Patent Office. P.B. 5818 Patentiaan 2 

irtlU NL-2280 HV Rijswijk 
Wll Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040. Tx. 31 651 epo nl. 
Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016 



Authorized officer 
Cornelia Schulze 



Form PCT/ISA/220 (July 1998) 



NOTES TO FORM PCT/ISA/220 



These Notes are intended to give the basic instructions concerning the filing of amendments under article 1 9 The 
'under that T^!fvTr.^i requirements of the Patent Cooperation Treaty, the Regulations and the Administrative Insfmctions 
rt2,«!ii?foi ? ? between these Notes and those requirements, the latter are applicable. For more 

detailed information, see also the PCT Applicant's Guide, a publicaHon oJ WIPO. 

In these Notes "Article-. -Rule", and -Section" refer to theprovisions o» the PCT. the PCT Regulations and the PCT 
Administrative Instructions respectively. «.»uimiuiia ana %m r-v^ i 



INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING AMENDMENTS UNDER ARTICLE 19 

i„»-TIl!h^Ji*^li^^- ^^**?S received the international search report, one opportunity to amend the claims of the 
d^Z^n .^^.^"^ ? ""^"lU^ «npha8ized that, since all parts of the international application (claims. 

nr„I^?rfi12 »^ T^''\""'?.^° «7'?"*«l*'""9lhe international preliminary examination procodJre. there is usuily 
?Z ^TL^^^T^'"-'^ °l 19 except where, e.g. the applicant w^ts the latter to be published 

«"«^nfl the claims before international ptaJScSSn 
Furthermore, it should be emphasized that provisional protection is avaHaWe in some States only. icaion. 

What parts of the Intematlonai application may be amettded? 

Under Article 1 9, only the claims may be amended. 

£^"in£.™li!!!!»irD'°r"' »*^.<^«"^ may also be amended (or further amended) under Article 34 before 

SSii^tl^ Prelim.nary Examining Authority. The de«>riplion and drawings may 4nly be amended unde? 
Article 34 before the International Examining Authority. • » * u<iuc» 

if^^I!l^te^" aIS^ 4i"*'' -PPlication may be amended under Article 28 



When? 



Within 2 months from the date of transmittal of the iitemational search report or 1 6 months from the prioritv 
^ h;![^^r ""1'* "^r^'^t^' " amendment. wilT^^^'S*%d 

^t^S? ^ "^"^ international Bureau after the expiration of the 

liable time limit but before the completion of the technical preparatiomi for IntemaKonalSiWication 



Where not to file the amendments? 



How? 



The amendmants may only be filed with the International Bureau and not with the reoeivina Office or the 
Intematlonai Searching Authority (Rule 46.^. receiving wmce or me 

Where a demand for international preliminary exammation has been^s filed, see kwlow. 

w moiT^tte ^ """^"^ "^"^ ^^^'"^ °' ^ amending the text of 

^m^^THl replacement sheet must be numbered in Arabic numerals. Where a daim is 

cancelled^orenumbenng of the other claims is required. In aU cases where daims are renumbered, thev must 
be renumbered consecutively (Administrative Instructions. Section 205(b)). renumoeroo. iney must 

The amendments must be made in the language in which the International application Is to be published. 



Wliat documents must/may accompany the amandments? 
Letter (Section 205(b)): 

The amendments must be sutMnitted with a letter. 

J^J^^^ *u* ^® international application and the amended daims. It should not be 

confused with the -Statement under Artide 1 9(1)- (see below, under -Statement under Artide 19{1)^ 

^m^ZIlYt.^n '^•P"®."^ ^''^f!?"-?'-** applicant However, If the language of the 

Is^'^^^ct"^?.']^^^ 



application 



Notes to Form PCT/ISA/220 (first sheet) (January 1 994) 



# 

NOTES TO FORM PCT/ISA/220 (continued) 



The letter must indicale the differences t>etween the claims as filed and the claims as amended It must in 
t^jJfdJS/Jrnn^^'r" each claim appearing in the international applicaUon (it being underatood 

that Identical indications conceming several claims may be grouped).whether *"«<ooa 

(j) the claim is unchanged; 

(if) the claim is cancelled; 

(iii) the claim is new; 

fiv) the claim replaces one or more claims as filed; 

(v) the claim is the result of the division of a claim as filed. 



o 



The following examples illustrate the manner in which amendments mustbe explained in the 
accompanying letter: 

1 {Where onginany ttiere were 48 claims and after amendment of some claims there are 511 

^^""Vn oo^' 2 o'j^* ^' ^ replaced by amended claims bearing the same numberB 

claims 30. 33 and 36 unchanged; new claims 49 to 51 added." numLwre. 

2. [Where originally there were 1 5 claims and after amendment of all claims there are 1 1 V 
Claims 1 to 1 5 replaced by amended claims 1 to 1 1 

^ JI^ c'ltimst"^"^ "^^^ 14 claims and the amendments consist in cancelling some claims and in adding 
;|Claim8 1 to 6 and 1 4 unchanged; claims 7 to 1 3 cancelled; new claims 1 S, 16 and 17 added • or 
Claims 7 to 13 cancelled; new claims 15, 16 and 17 added; all other claims unchanged." 
4. (Where various Idnds of amendments are made]- 

L^tTJH5«'?^^g?*^5!^^^ 1 1 lo 13, 18 and 19 cancelled; claims 1 4. 15 and 1 6 replaced by amended 
daim 14. claim 17 subdivided into amended claims 15, 16 and 17; new claims 20 and 21 added " 



o 



"Slatamsnt undor article 19(1)" (Rule 46.4) 

^ TX"^""^!!^ '"^l ^«^Pa™»l by a staiement explaining the amendments and Indieating any impaol 
Artfrte 1^(17) ""^ "~ <te»cripKon and the drawing. («»hieh cannot be amendS uJJdS?'^ 

The aiatement will be pulslished wUh the international application and the amended claims. 
It must be In the language in which the Intamationai apppllcaUon Is to be published. 

It must be brief, not exceeding 500 words if in English or if translated into English. 

I^HmI^^^^^ TH! ^t^^"'* ^^'^ indicating the dmerences beh«een the claims 

amended. Kmust be Mad on a separate sheet and must be identified as such by aheadlna 
preferably by using the words 'Statement under Article 1 9(1).' ^ "•aomg. 

IIISIJ^* SI'.Kf!'' <*»Pf[«9*"8 eommenb on the intamationai seareh report or the relevance of citations 

"^1""' «» • a^" «Wm. coSSned in the intemation^S^h 

rapoit may be made only m connection with an amendment of that daim. 



Consequence M a demand (or International preliminary examination has aimady been filed 



iL^ «^!ii5Ctfi''''"*L!?Jlf?'l"*"°.^' ^ ^' » international preliminaiy examination 

SS.jfS^^i^ submitted the applicant must preferably, at the same time of filing the am^ents Jflh the 

!2ZSr?r^r6^.)?fi^'X;^)* '^"""•-y ^-^""8 



Consequence with regard to translation of the mtemaUonal applleatlon for entry into the national phase 

TTie applieanrs attention is drawn to the fact that, where upon entry into the national phase a translatian of lha 
raSiS,r.1SS?i^1S5;J!.Sr^ ^-^^'^^ -esign-ed/«e.£d-<5i^^ 
Rrjurther drtaib on the requirements of each designatedfelected Office, see Volume II of the PCT Applicant's 



l*>tes to Fornt PCT/ISA^O (second sheet) (January 1994) 



